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On the night before his death, Jesus Christ had a heart-to heart talk with his disciples, his closest
friends. Hetold them that he was going to be crucified, and they became absolutely terrified. But Jesustold
them not to be afraid, for he would be raised again to life. He also said that soon after he arose, he would
ascend into heaven to be with God the Father. There, he would prepare heaven for the believers. John 14:2
reads: “In my Father’s house are many roons; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to
prepare a place for you.”

Trueto hisword, Jesus rose again, and after forty days of further ministry on earth, ascended into
heaven, into the clouds, to be with his Father (Mark 16:19). Thisiswhat we celebrate on Ascension Day,
which isforty days after Easter Sunday.

What does it mean that he is preparing a place for usin heaven? We don’t know exactly what God
isdoing in heaven, but we can be sure that he is counting down the daysuntil he will take his people up to be
with him. Wehave also been given agift aspart of thispreparation, namely theHoly Spirit, who dwellsinall
believers and helps them praise God.

But Ascension Day is more than celebrating the actions of Jesus and his Father in heaven. It also
involves a promise for the future. Christ told his disciples: “And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where | am.” (John 14:3) Christ promises to
return to the earth when histime has come. Hewill take all who belong to him and are waiting for him up to
heaven, ascending as he did to be with God the Father. When thiswill happen, however, is unknown to us,
for we cannot predict the specific time. Peterthe apostle even comparesthisday to athief that comesat night,
entirely unexpected (1 Thessalonians 5:2).

So we as God' s people must prepare, as Jesus is doing now, so that we are ready for his great return.
Areyou ready?
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